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PARTY POLITICS IN CHINA 


HE National People’s Convention, which 

opened at Nanking on May 5, has been her- 
alded by renewed signs of political unrest in 
China and by the Nanking government’s an- 
nouncement of the unilateral abrogation of for- 
eign extraterritorial privileges to become effec- 
tive January 1, 1932. State Department advices 
from Washington report that an adjustment of 
the extraterritorial problem is already in sight, 
and may possibly be reached within a few weeks. 


While the political situation is still obscure, 
certain facts seem definitely established. Kwang- 
tung province, with its capital of Canton, has 
been the scene of a peaceful coup d’état by Gen- 
eral Chen Chi-tang. He is supported by the Re- 
organizationists,* headed by Wang Ching-wei, 
leader of the Kuomintang left wing, who is re- 
ported to have reached Canton in order to assume 
political direction of the movement. The neigh- 
boring southern provinces, where disaffected ele- 
ments have been contending with Nanking, have 
joined Kwangtung in the proclamation of a 
“provisional revolutionary government of south 
China.” 7 
In Nanking itself, Sun Fo, Minister of Rail- 
ways, and Wang Ch’ung-hui, head of the Judicial 
Yuan, have resigned their offices in the govern- 
ment and fled to Shanghai, refusing to take part 
in the People’s Convention. On the other hand, 
he arrival at the capital of Chang Hsiieh-liang, 
ruler of Manchuria and north China, in order to 
participate in‘ the People’s Convention, has re- 
mphasized his support of the Nanking régime. 
Vhile this support continues—and unless more 
videspread defections occur among the Nanking 
lorces—Chiang Kai-shek’s position will not be 
eriously menaced by the southern revolt. 

It is not by chance that the outbreak at Can- 
on has synchronized with the opening of the 
People’s Convention. The Nanking leaders have 


“Cf. “Alternatives of the Struggle in China,” F. P. A. News 
Bulletin, Vol. IX, No. 40, August 8, 1930. 


obviously been using the convention as a means 
of strengthening their position in the eyes of the 
country. The program to be submitted for rati- 
fication by the convention has three chief objec- 
tives. The abrogation of extraterritoriality— 
now announced—is the first. The second takes 
the form of an economic offensive against the 
conditions that have been generating communism 
in China. A National Economic Council, includ- 
ing T. V. Soong and influential Chinese laymen, 
is to assume the task of putting into immediate 
effect certain specified projects of a ten-year plan 
for China, drawn up in cooperation with the 
League experts, Sir Arthur Salter, Robert Haas 
and Ludwik Rajchman. It is expected that the 
League’s technical organizations will continue to 
collaborate with Nanking in these efforts toward 
economic rehabilitation. Lastly, the Nanking 
leaders are planning to submit to the convention 
a draft Constitution, embodying a provisional 
legislature, designed to facilitate the end of po- 
litical tutelage and the introduction of representa- 
tive government. This part of the program was 
opposed by Hu Han-min, head of the present 
Legislative Yuan, which has been the sole organ 
of government at Nanking willing and at times 
able to oppose the will of Chiang Kai-shek. Hu 
Han-min claimed that the proposed “provisional 
legislature” would be completely under the thumb 
of Chiang Kai-shek. His arrest followed, and he 
has since been detained at T’angshan, Nanking’s 
asylum for politica] prisoners. The arrest of Hu 
Han-min, an influential though conservative 
Kuomintang member of old standing, created a 
stir throughout China and led directly to Chen 
Chi-tang’s coup d’état at Canton. 


The situation in south China derives its chief 
significance from the reported presence of the 
Reorganizationists at Canton. This group is much 
more than a military contender for the control 
of Nanking. Its war-cry is the alleged dictator- 
ship set up over the Kuomintang and the Nan- 
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king government by members of the Soong fam- 
ily, into which Chiang Kai-shek has married. It 
aims to “reorganize” the Nanking government 
by eliminating certain of its present leaders, par- 
ticularly Chiang Kai-shek and T. V. Soong. The 
points at issue run deeper than this, however. 
For practical purposes, there are at present three 
major political parties in China. The Nanking 
government comprises the center and right wings 
of the Kuomintang, to which Chang Hsiieh-liang 
of Manchuria has also attached himself. It is 
conservative in policy, and has been forced to 
rely chiefly upon the bankers and industrialists 
of Shanghai for its sinews of war. The Reor- 
ganizationists comprise the left wing of the 
Kuomintang. They represent “His Majesty’s 
Opposition” in China. They claim that Nanking 
has not sufficiently stressed Sun Yat-sen’s third 
principle—that of the People’s Livelihood—and 
therefore has neglected the interests of the work- 
ers and peasants. This charge is upheld by 
Madame Sun Yat-sen, who, although a member 
of the Soong family, has refused to associate 
herself with the Nanking government. The 
third party is represented by the so-called Com- 
munist movement, which in the provinces where 
it is most active is basically a social revolution 
designed to relieve the peasantry from the exac- 
tions of landlords and officials. It is a protest 
movement which should disappear with improved 
economic conditions. 


The establishment of a Reorganizationist gov- 
ernment at Canton would not be without its 


advantages. Nanking claims that the left wing 
leaders are lacking in constructive ability, and 
that their dickerings for the support of China’s 
various militarists have compromised their advo- 
cacy of the subordination of the military power 
to civilian political control. Nanking, for its 
part, can point to three years of continuous 
existence, maintained in the face of incessant 
attack, during which it has offered China its 
best hope of a stable centralized government, and 
at the same time won significant concessions 
from the foreign powers. If the left wing lead- 
ers are able to carve out a sphere of influence in 
south China, however, they will have the chance 
to put their interpretation of Sun Yat-sen’s prin- 
ciples to the test of practice. T. A. BISSON 


Snowden’s Budget and the Land Tax 
By a resolution adopted without a division, the 
House of Commons has accepted for considera- 
tion as part of this year’s budget the proposal of 
Philip Snowden, Labour Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, to levy a tax of one penny a pound (2 
cents in $4.86) on the capital value of land in the 
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United Kingdom. Thus, Mr. Snowden’s proposal, 
which was embodied in his budget speech of Apri! 
27 and was first thought likely to precipitate a 
deadlock between Commons and Lords, will not 
go before the upper house. 

Meanwhile, in the debate on the bill on May 
4, Mr. Snowden indicated that this levy was 
to be the first step toward nationalization of land 
and that he regarded its revenue purpose as 
secondary. The tax will not begin to yield rey. 
enue until 1933; valuations will be fixed as of 
August 1 of this year, however, revaluations 
being provided for at five-year periods thereafter, 
Agricultural land and small holdings will be 
exempted from the tax, as will government hold. 
ings and land held for charitable purposes. 

Aside from the “revolutionary” land tax pro- 
posal, Mr. Snowden’s budget is notable because 
of his assumption that a trade revival can be 
expected within the year and his consequent con- 
clusion that “the [budget] problem is largely a 
temporary one.” Provision is made for a total 
expenditure of $4,016,830,000 while estimated 
revenue from existing taxation is placed at 
$3,830,000,000. A small part of the estimated 
deficit of $186,830,000 is to be made up by a 
single tax increase—a rise of 2 pence (4 cents) a 
gallon on gasoline—but the major part will be 
met by the utilization of non-recurring revenue. 
Any new import duties are vehemently rejected. 

Meanwhile, in the past five weeks as many by- 
elections have resulted in success for three Con. 
servatives and two Labourites. Of these, two 
Conservative victories represent seats won from 
Labour—one on the issue of Protection versus 
Free Trade and the other because of a split in 
the Labour vote occasioned by the running of 4 
candidate by Sir Oswald Mosley’s “New Party.’ 

On the other hand, the number of unemployed 
has decreased by more than 100,000 since Jan- 
uary 1, 1931—or nearly 4 per cent. On the whole, 
Labour seems more firmly in office than at any 
other time, while the unemployment decrease may 
perhaps indicate that Chancellor Snowden’s opti- 
mism regarding the business outlook is not alte 


gether unjustified. Witpur LAURENT WILLIAMS 
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